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Find the silver.
Check the exception.
Quick-sort selected common U.S. coins by date and issue. Percentages are silver by weight. A matching design or
date does not authenticate a coin.

Example
photo

Coin / dates Silver What to check

Roosevelt dime
1946-1964 90% Later silver proof issues exist. Identify them separately.

Washington quarter
1932-1964 90% Ordinary later circulation quarters are clad. Special silver

collector issues are separate.

Kennedy half dollar
1964 90% Keep 1964 halves separate from the 1965-1970 group.

Kennedy half dollar
1965-1970 40% Ordinary 1971-and-later circulation halves are clad. Silver

collector editions are separate.

Eisenhower dollar
Selected S issues:
1971-1974;
1776-1976

40% An S alone is not enough. 1973-S proofs can be clad or silver.
Verify the exact issue.

Jefferson war nickel
1942-1945
silver-alloy issues

35% Look for large P, D or S above Monticello on the reverse. Not
every 1942 nickel is silver.

Three sorting habits

Keep a “needs review” group. Later proofs, commemoratives and collector editions need their own issue check. Do not clean coins. Keep
original holders and paperwork. Do not discard a clad coin just for its metal. Date, variety and condition may still matter.

Identify the issue, then estimate its metal value with the NumisTrends calculator.

https://numistrends.net/tools/coin-melt-calculator
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Sources & photo credits
This is a selected starter sheet, not a complete catalogue of U.S. silver coins. Photographs are representative
references, not items offered for sale. The nickel photo shows the obverse; check the reverse for the large
mintmark.

Composition and issue references

NGC: U.S. coin melt-value and composition table

PCGS: Collecting Jefferson wartime nickels

PCGS: 1973-S clad proof Eisenhower dollar

1942 is a transition year. Regular silver-alloy 1942 nickels are P or S issues; 1943-1945 include P, D and S. A regular 1942-D nickel is not a
silver-alloy issue.

Photograph credits

Wartime Jefferson nickel - Bobby131313 / CCF Numismatics. CC BY-SA 3.0. Image courtesy of CCF Numismatics. Photo source / License.

Roosevelt dime - Aamsse (photograph); John R. Sinnock (coin design). CC BY-SA 3.0. Photo source / License.

Washington quarter - Brandon Grossardt (photograph); John Flanagan (coin design). CC BY-SA 3.0 (selected from dual CC BY-SA 3.0 / GFDL
1.2-or-later). Photo source / License.

Kennedy half dollar - Olando / DE.MOLAI. Public domain. Photo source / License.

Kennedy half dollar - Ricce. Public domain. Photo source / License.

Eisenhower dollar - Windrain. CC0 1.0. Photo source / License.

Photos are placed from the existing reference files, proportionally resized for this document. Earlier source crops, backgrounds and
padding remain. No identifying marks have been added or altered. The applicable photograph licenses remain with their respective images;
the NumisTrends logo remains a brand identifier.

Continue with the NumisTrends Silver Foundations course.
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